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Uwe Dietsch
INOVYN Europe Ltd., Rheinberg,  
Commercial Manager General Pur-
pose Vinyls, Treasurer of the AGPU

Roland Pietz
Evonik Operations GmbH, Marl, Head 
of Market Segment Oxo Alcohols & 
Plasticizers

Jörg Frömming
Dekura GmbH, Höxter, Managing 
Director

Dr. Dieter Polte
Vestolit GmbH, Marl, Managing  
Director, Vice Chairman of the  
AGPU Board

Thomas Zenger
Baerlocher GmbH, Unterschleissheim, 
Sales Manager Europe Key Accounts

Mailin Bode
RENOLIT SE, Worms, Head of Corpo-
rate Innovation, Vice Chairman of the 
AGPU Board

Roland Jahn
GEALAN Fenster-Systeme GmbH, 
Oberkotzau, Advocacy Manager

Dr. Oliver Mieden
Vinnolit GmbH & Co. KG, Ismaning, 
Head of Environmental Affairs & Cor-
porate Communications, Chairman of 
the AGPU Board

Volkmar Halbe
FEB - Fachverband der Hersteller 
elastischer Bodenbeläge e.V., Münster, 
Chairman

Dr. Ingo Sartorius
PlasticsEurope Deutschland e.V., 
Frankfurt a. M., Director General 
(interim) and Managing Director  
Consumer and Environmental Affairs
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...are retired:
Dr. Rüdiger Baunemann, PlasticsEurope Deutschland e.V., Frankfurt a. M., Director General, 
deceased

Rainer Grasmück, Baerlocher GmbH, Unterschleissheim, Advisor SBU PVC Additives, 30.06.2020

Joachim Tremmel, BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Head of Association Affairs, Industrial Petro-
chemicals Europe, Vice Chairman of the AGPU Board, 30.04.2020

Stefan Valerius, Dekura GmbH, Höxter, Managing Director, Vice Chairman of the AGPU Board, 
15.01.2020

Status: 01 July 2020
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The global corona pandemic has changed many things, 
including the societal view on plastics – at least in the short 
term. Many proven PVC products, especially for the healthcare 
sector, such as blood bags, respiratory masks, infusion tubes 
or disposable gloves, are helping society to fight the further 
spread of the virus. They reduce the risk of infection and are 
indispensable tools in intensive care medicine. As the PVC 
industry, we can all be proud of that.

In the medium and long term, the other issues will also come 
back to the focus of attention – after all, they have never gone 
away. Sustainable, climate-friendly production, safe use of 
products and consumer protection, the circular economy and 
the use of waste as a valuable resource are the main goals we 
are measured by in Germany and Europe today and also in the 
future. Modern PVC products perform well from an ecological 
as well as social and economic point of view and thus make an 
important contribution to sustainable development. Decisive 

for this success are low life cycle costs, long service life and re-
cyclability of the products. The resource and energy efficiency 
of PVC products also proves to be particularly advantageous 
from an ecological point of view. A fact that also has an impact 
on market success. Without the innovative strength of our 
companies and the tailwind of VinylPlus®, the sustainability 
programme of the European PVC industry, this would not be 
possible. 

The current 10-year programme will end in 2020. 2021 will 
be the time for taking a look at the situation and simultane-
ously publishing the new programme, which will contain new 
ambitious goals for the industry and outline the role of PVC in 
a sustainable society.

The AGPU has been an associate member of VinylPlus® since 
2017 and is closely linked to the sustainability programme 
through various committees and a variety of projects. In order 
to express the clear focus on these topics even more strongly 
and to bundle the common messages under one channel, the 
AGPU member companies decided at the beginning of July 
2020 to rename the association "Arbeitsgemeinschaft PVC und 
UMWELT e.V." in 2021 as "VinylPlus Deutschland e.V.".

Join us on this path, which opens a new chapter!

Your
Dr. Oliver Mieden
Chairman of the AGPU e.V.
 

We offer our members access to decision-makers in politics, 
industry, authorities, the construction industry, journalists  
and important opinion leaders. The close cooperation with 
VinylPlus® offers a view beyond Germany, opens up the Euro-
pean perspective and ensures consistency of our messages. In 
cooperation with other associations of the plastics industry, we 
regularly compile up-to-date studies and data surveys on PVC 
in Germany. In addition, we react with statements if the plastic 
comes under unjustified criticism. Press releases accompany 
events and important events for the industry.

ThAT IS Why mEmbERShIp IS WORThWhILE
You can find further information about membership and the 
extensive services on our website and of course we are also 
available to you personally. Please contact us!

You can reach the AGPU office at
www.agpu.com, agpu@agpu.com
+49 228 91783-0

STAyING ON cOURSE fOR ThE cIRcULAR EcONOmy  
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At the beginning of March 2020, EU Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen presented the "Green Deal" in Brussels, 
a comprehensive roadmap with measures for all sectors of 
the economy, which aims to make Europe greenhouse gas 
neutral by 2050. In addition to the EU climate law, the Circular 
Economy Action Plan (CEAP) also plays an important role in  
establishing a resource-efficient circular economy. This in-
cludes, among other things, increasing the proportion of 
recycled material even further over the next ten years. 

circular plastics Alliance
In September 2019 more than 100 companies and associations 
from the entire plastics value chain joined the Circular Plastics 
Alliance. By signing the declaration in Brussels, the signatories 
confirm, amongst other things, that they will achieve the EU 
Commission's target of using ten million tonnes of recycled 
material in new products by 2025. 
Other key points are the improvement of formulations and 
designs of plastic products to make them more recyclable and 
to allow more recyclates to be used in these products; the 
identification of previously unused potential for more collec-
tion, sorting and recycling of plastic waste throughout the  
EU; controlled material flows of plastic waste and the expan-
sion of research and development into recyclable plastics.

fOcUS ON SUSTAINAbILITy
The topics of sustainability and circular economy are more important today than ever be-
fore. In the procurement and manufacture of products, industry is increasingly concerned 
with questions and expectations regarding social, economic and ecological conditions 
and effects. The question of how products are being handled at the end of their life cycle 
also plays a central role in the sustainable development of products. Based on its experi-
ence, the PVC industry is already well positioned.

Over 100 representatives of companies and associations from the entire plastics value chain signed the Circular Plastics Alliance in Brussels. Photo: European Union
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APPENDIX
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1. VinylPlus web portal to go 
online in summer 2011.  
> achieved

2. VinylPlus Monitoring  
Committee, which will meet  
a minimum of twice a year,  
will be established by end 2011.  
> achieved + ongoing

3. A VinylPlus Membership 
Certificate will be launched  
end 2011.  
> achieved
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1. Recycle 800,000 tonnes/year  
of PVC by 2020.  
> ongoing
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1. Engage with external  
stakeholders in the discussion  
on organochlorine emissions  
during 2012.  
> achieved 

T
A
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1. Lead (Pb) replacement  
in the EU-27 by end 2015  
(extended to the EU-28 in 2014).  
> achieved

1. Establish Energy Efficiency Task 
Force by end 2011. > achieved

2. PVC resin producers to reduce 
their specific energy consumption, 
targeting 20% by 2020. > ongoingT
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3

4

5

1
CONTROLLED-LOOP 
MANAGEMENT: 
“We will work towards the more 
efficient use and control of PVC 
throughout its life cycle.”

CONTROLLED-LOOP 
MANAGEMENT: 
“We will work towards the more 
efficient use and control of PVC 
throughout its life cycle.”

ORGANOCHLORINE  
EMISSIONS: 
“We will help to ensure that persistent 
organic compounds do not accumulate  
in nature and that other emissions  
are reduced.”

SUSTAINABLE USE  
OF ADDITIVES: 
“We will review the use of PVC additives 
and move towards more sustainable 
additive systems.”

SUSTAINABLE USE OF ENERGY 
AND RAW MATERIALS: 
“We will help to minimise climate  
impacts through reducing energy  
and raw material use, potentially 
endeavouring to switch to renewable 
sources and promoting sustainable 
innovation.”

SUSTAINABILITY  
AWARENESS: 
“We will continue to build sustainability 
awareness across the value chain – 
including stakeholders inside and outside 
the industry – to accelerate resolving  
our sustainability challenges.”

73 Even though this target has had to be withdrawn (see p. 12 of VinylPlus Progress Report 2017),  
 VinylPlus will continue to pursue efforts to find technically and economically viable solutions  
 for difficult-to-recycle PVC waste 

74 Converters are striving to increase their energy efficiency. However, due to the complexity  
 and variety of operations in the converting sectors, an overall target would be meaningless,  
 as would targets for many of the subsectors 

75 Even though this target was not achieved in 2013, VinylPlus continued to work on increasing  
 the number of programme participants. It will continue to do so in the future

Based on the 
conditions 
for a sustain-
able society 
developed by 
The Natural 
Step, five key 
challenges 
have been 
identified 
for PVC to 
promote 
sustainable 
development 
in the PVC 
value chain.
Source: 
VinylPlus
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VinylPlus® and other representatives of the PVC value chain 
have also signed the Circular Plastics Alliance agreement. In 
total, more than 170 companies and associations (as of April 
2020) support the goal of the EU Commission.

Sustainable pvc products
The PVC industry in Germany and Europe began early on to 
address the associated challenges and to develop into a "low 
carbon" circular economy as part of the VinylPlus® sustain-
ability programme. The programme was developed in an open 
dialogue with stakeholders from industry, regulatory authori-
ties, non-governmental organisations and civil society and ap-
plies in all 27 EU member states as well as in the UK, Norway 
and Switzerland. 
Innovative and modern PVC products perform well from an 
ecological as well as social and economic point of view and 
thus make an important contribution to sustainable develop-
ment – for example in the construction or health sectors. Key 
factors in this success are the long service life, low life cycle 
costs and recyclability of the products. The resource and en-
ergy efficiency of PVC products often proves to be particularly 
advantageous in terms of life cycle assessment, a fact that also 
has an impact on market success. 

The annual Progress Report summarises the progress of VinylPlus, the sustainability 
programme of the European PVC industry. Source: VinylPlus

PROGRESS  
R E P O R T  

2 0 2 0
REP ORTING ON 2019 AC TIVITIES

certification of sustainable pvc building products
For PVC construction applications, the VinylPlus® Product Label 
for high-performance and sustainable products has been avail-
able since 2018. It is only awarded to companies that pursue 
a holistic sustainability strategy and meet strict criteria. These 
include responsible procurement of PVC raw materials and 
additives, closed material cycles and recycling, a sustainable 
energy strategy and active communication by the company 
with all stakeholders. 
The label provides architects, planners and building owners 
with a reliable decision-making aid for selecting sustainable 
PVC building products. By mid-2020, ten companies have 
received the VinylPlus® Product Label for more than 100 PVC 
building products manufactured at 18 European sites.

The VinylPlus Product Label, developed jointly with the Building Research Establish-
ment (UK) and The Natural Step (Sweden), is the new sustainability label for PVC 
building products. Source: VinylPlus

Promote your company’s 
sustainable PVC solutions

VinylPlus® 
Product Label

AGpU becomes vinylplus Germany 
The AGPU is committed to the sustainable material PVC. As the 
voice of the PVC industry in Germany, it represents the entire 
value chain with its approximately 60 member companies. It 
pools the knowledge of many experts and promotes their ex-
change. It also maintains a dialogue with decision-makers and 
opinion leaders, creates transparency and builds trust in the 
sustainable development of the material. Member companies 
have access to an established and extensive industry network.
The AGPU has been an associate member of VinylPlus® since 
2017 and is closely linked to the European sustainability 
programme through various committees and a large number 
of projects. In order to express the clear focus on these future 
topics even more strongly, the AGPU member companies 
decided at the beginning of July 2020 to rename the associa-
tion "Arbeitsgemeinschaft PVC und UMWELT e.V." 2021 into 
"VinylPlus Deutschland e.V.". 
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cIRcULAR EcONOmy IN ThE pvc INDUSTRy
At the beginning of 2018, the European Commission presented a Europe-wide strategy for 
plastics in the recycling industry. The EU plastics strategy is part of a comprehensive pack-
age of measures to promote circular economy for important material flows. In Germany, 
the AGPU together with its member companies focused at an early stage on a circular 
economy and recycling. Thus, the course for recycling and resource-saving material cycles 
was already set decades ago. In this way, the industry has contributed from the very be-
ginning to achieving the ambitious goals in Europe. This is now paying off and is one of 
the reasons why the plastic PVC is now a pioneer in terms of sustainability.

VinylPlus®, the sustainability programme of the European PVC 
industry, has been running for almost 20 years and can already 
look back on a whole series of successes and activities.  

more than 770,000 tonnes of pvc recycled in 2019
At the beginning of June 2020, VinylPlus® presented its latest 
progress report in Brussels. According to this report, 771,313 
tonnes of PVC were recycled in 2019 through the programme. 
The PVC industry is well on track to meet the increasingly 
demanding VinylPlus® recycling targets for 2025, in line with 
a functioning circular economy, the objectives of the Circular 
Plastics Alliance and European targets to promote the recovery, 
recycling and reuse of plastics. VinylPlus® also responded early 
to the EU Commission's call to the plastics industry for more re-

At the invitation of Bernhard Daldrup (r.), Member of the German Parliament, Federal Minister for the Environment Svenja Schulze, VEKA Chairman Andreas Hartleif (2nd from 
right), AGPU Managing Director Thomas Hülsmann and GKFP Managing Director Gerald Feigenbutz (l.) met in Berlin to discuss the situation of plastic window recycling.
 Photo: Elias Domsch

Direct dialogue at the Association of Local Authorities of 
the CDU and CSU in Germany (KPV - Kommunalpolitische 
Vereinigung der CDU und CSU Deutschlands): Paul Ziemiak (l.), 
Secretary General of the CDU Germany/MdB, in conversa-
tion with AGPU Managing Director Thomas Hülsmann and 
Christian Haase (r.), Federal Chairman of the KPV/MdB.  
 Photo: AGPU

cycling and has committed itself to use at least 900,000 tonnes 
of PVC recyclate per year by 2025, which will then be processed 
into new products.  
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Since 2000, the European PVC industry has recycled more 
than 5.7 million tonnes of PVC through its voluntary commit-
ment, preventing 11.4 million tonnes of CO2 emissions into the 
atmosphere. The continuous recycling of high-quality PVC is 
in the best interest of a sustainable society. This has also been 
confirmed by the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA). Accord-
ing to the Agency, recycling of end-of-life PVC products is the 
best waste management option, both from an environmental 
and health point of view. 
 
In order to ensure the highest level of transparency, participa-
tion and accountability, a Monitoring Committee, composed of 
representatives of the EU Parliament, the EU Commission, trade 
unions and consumer organisations, and the scientific commu-
nity, monitors the results and progress of VinylPlus®.

Expert discussion with federal Environment minister 
In mid-June 2020 an expert discussion took place in Berlin on 
the situation in plastic window recycling and possible effects 
if there are no exemptions for lead-containing recyclates in 
the restriction procedure. Bernhard Daldrup (SPD), member of 
the Bundestag, was invited to this meeting. In addition to the 
Federal Minister for the Environment, Svenja Schulze (SPD), the 
VEKA chairman Andreas Hartleif as well as AGPU managing 
director Thomas Hülsmann and GKFP managing director Gerald 
Feigenbutz also participated in the meeting.
Bernhard Daldrup, spokesman for building and housing of the 
SPD parliamentary group in the Bundestag, is committed to 
stable political conditions for the recycling industry. For him, 
recycling is the most sensible path to take in this industry. 
Svenja Schulze was also open to the concerns of the industry. In 
her opinion, industry-specific solutions are desirable. She wants 
to take into account the attitude of the PVC industry when it 
comes to changes in European regulations.
The AGPU and its partner associations are also currently in close 
dialogue with politicians at federal and EU level and with the 
relevant authorities on the subject of "Legacy Additives". In ad-
dition to the meeting in Berlin, further discussions at the expert 
level have already been agreed upon.

pvc recyclers meet pvc processors
Together with VinylPlus® and other partners such as AgPR, Re-
windo, IVK Europe and Roofcollect, AGPU 2019 organised a total 
of three regional expert meetings with almost 90 participants 
as part of the project "PVC recyclers meet PVC converters". The 
concept is as simple as it is successful: companies from the en-
tire PVC value chain come together and present their range of 
products and services as well as their requirements for recycling 
materials and processes. The increasing number of participants 
speaks for itself and proves again and again how important this 
topic is for the companies. 
In addition to the recyclers' meetings, there are numerous other 
communication projects where AGPU presents the contents 
and goals of VinylPlus®. These include the publication of special-
ist articles in decision-maker media on green public procure-
ment (GPP) and the role of PVC in the recycling industry.

The AGPU publishes 
specialist articles in 
decision-maker media 
such as "KBD - Kom-
munaler Beschaffungs-
dienst" and provides 
information on PVC 
products in the context 
of GPP.
Source: KBD

7

Aktion PVC-Recycling 

Lösungen für PVC-Bauprodukte
Die Auftragsbücher in der Baubranche sind 
voll, und der Bedarf an hochwertigen Bau-
produkten ist nach wie vor hoch. Wesentli-
ches Einsatzfeld für den Werkstoff PVC in 
Deutschland ist der Baubereich. 
 
Der Werkstoff zeichnet sich durch sein besonders 
breites Anwendungsspektrum aus. Hochwertige 
PVC-Produkte wie Bodenbeläge, Dach- und Dich-
tungsbahnen, Fenster, Türen, Rollläden, Planen und 
Rohre sind meist kostengünstig sowohl in der An-
schaffung als auch im Unterhalt und tragen auf-
grund ihrer vielseitigen Eigenschaften während 
ihrer gesamten Nutzungsdauer entscheidend zur 
nachhaltigen Entwicklung bei.  
 
Etablierte Recycling-Lösungen. Für die Verwer-
tung von PVC-Bauprodukten gibt es hierzulande 
seit Jahren bundesweit etablierte Recycling-Lösun-
gen. Und das Interesse daran wächst beständig, wie 
sich zuletzt Ende Februar 2020 bei der 26. Fachta-
gung Abbruch in Berlin gezeigt hat. Der Experten-
Treff gehört mit über 1.100 Teilnehmern aus ganz 
Europa zu den größten und wichtigsten Events  
der Branche. Mit dabei war auch die Aktion PVC- 
Recycling, eine gemeinsame Initiative von AGPU, 
VinylPlus® und mehreren Partnern von Verwer-
tungslösungen für PVC. 

Bodenbeläge. Die 1990 gegründete Arbeitsge-
meinschaft PVC-Bodenbelag Recycling (AgPR) sam-
melt gebrauchte PVC-Bodenbeläge. Diese werden 
zu Feinmahlgut verarbeitet und anschließend für 
die Produktion neuer PVC-Bauprodukte eingesetzt. 
  
Kunststofffenster. Seit Mitte 2002 organisiert 
die Rewindo GmbH mit ihren Recycling-Partnern 
die Verwertung ausgedienter Fenster, Rollläden 
und Türen aus PVC. Die Initiative betreibt ein bun-
desweites Sammelsystem. Aus Altprodukten wird 
Regranulat gewonnen, ein qualitativ hochwertiger 
und im Vergleich zu Neuware gleichwertiger Roh-
stoff, der wieder zur Herstellung neuer Fenster- und 
Bauprofile verwendet wird. 
 
Planen und Kunstleder. Der Industrieverband 
Kunststoffbahnen Europe (IVK Europe) unterstützt 
die Verwertung von ausgedienten PVC-beschichte-
ten Gewebebahnen. Die Rezyklate werden zu  
Platten, Rasengittern, Reitsportmatten und Ge-
wächshausböden verarbeitet.  
 
Rohre. Die Kunststoffrohrindustrie leistet durch 
die stoffliche Wiederverwertung seit vielen Jahren 
ihren Beitrag zum nachhaltigen, ressourcenscho-
nenden Wirtschaften und Produzieren. Seit Mitte 
der 1990er-Jahre werden Kunststoffrohrabfälle  

für die Herstellung neuer Rohre sowie anderer  
Produkte aufbereitet.  
 
Nachhaltigkeitsprogramm VinylPlus. Vinyl-
Plus®, das Nachhaltigkeitsprogramm der europäi-
schen PVC-Branche, umfasst auch die genannten 
Recycling-Lösungen. Dadurch konnten seit 2000 
europaweit bereits mehr als 5 Millionen Tonnen  
recyceltes PVC für neue Produkte verwendet und 
10 Millionen Tonnen CO2 eingespart werden. 
Zudem wurden in diesem Zeitraum mehr als 100 
Millionen Euro in die Entwicklung von Recycling-
Technologien, Sammel- und Recycling-Systemen 
investiert. Die PVC-Branche leistet so einen wesent-
lichen Beitrag für eine funktionierende Kreislauf-
wirtschaft und zur nachhaltigen Entwicklung in 
Europa. 

www.vinylplus.eu 
www.aktion-pvc-recycling.de 
www.pvc-recycling-finder.de

Fo
to:

 AG
PU

 / T
ho

rst
en

 M
art

in

Recyceltes PVC ist ein qualitativ hochwertiger Ausgangsstoff für neue Produkte. 

AdvertoriAl

Ke
nn

w
or
t: 

Vi
ny

lP
lu

s

So
ur

ce
: V

in
yl

Pl
us

PVC RECYCLED WITHIN THE VINYLPLUS FRAMEWORK

Cables Pipes 
& fittings

Flexible PVC and films (including roofing 
and waterproofing membranes, flooring, 
coated fabrics, flexible and rigid films)

Window profiles 
& related products

RECYCLING SUCCESSES
To

nn
es



AGPU e.V. Activity Report 2019 - 20208

Disposable PVC resuscitator bags and respiratory masks are used for manual venti-
lation of patients not only during the corona pandemic.
 Photo: HUM Gesellschaft für Homecare und Medizintechnik mbH

healthcare products made of pvc provide vital help
Vinyl products have been used successfully in the healthcare 
sector for over 60 years and are indispensable. This is also evi-
dent in view of the COVID-19 pandemic and is demonstrated 
by the large number of medical applications, such as phar-
maceutical blister packs for drugs, infusion tubes, blood bags, 
respiratory masks, disposable protective gloves or components 
of medical equipment. Other products, such as face shields 
and social distancing mats, have been specially developed by 
the industry to reduce the risk of infection. 
The range of high-performance PVC products in the healthcare 
sector is wide and is constantly being expanded with new 
applications. About 40 percent of all medical plastic products 
in European hospitals are made of PVC. They improve the 
chances of recovery, extend life expectancy and enable the 
best standards of hygiene. PVC owes its widespread use in 
the healthcare sector not only to its individually adaptable 
material properties, but also to its attractive designs and low 
purchase and maintenance costs in times of tight budgets. The 
same applies to PVC building products such as particularly du-
rable floor coverings or easy-to-clean surface coatings, which 
have been firmly established in the healthcare sector for years.

pvc building products: Architect excursion  
to the bauhaus Dessau
At the invitation of the AGPU, an exclusive excursion for archi-
tects took place in November 2019 together with the Friends 
of the Bauhaus Dessau and the Bauhaus. Representatives of 
the PVC industry were also among the participants in order to 
get into conversation with this important target group.

INNOvATIvE pvc pRODUcTS
Today, many modern PVC products are true high-tech miracles, which, thanks to a mul-
titude of features and functions, are attracting more and more people. This success is 
reflected not only in the great demand for PVC in Germany, but also in the wide range 
of products themselves, which have often become market-leading products. For exam-
ple, highly efficient windows and façade systems, particularly easy-care vinyl floor cover-
ings, coated fabrics in modern sports facilities or extremely durable PVC piping systems 
above and below ground.

At the invitation of the AGPU, 
an excursion to the renowned 
university in Dessau took place 
together with the Freundes-
kreis Bauhaus Dessau and the 
Bauhaus, which was attended 
by architects and representa-
tives of the PVC industry.
Photo: Bauelemente Bau

Bauhaus founder Walter Gropius' idea of serial building is 
more topical today than ever. Without standardised production 
processes and innovative building products, the challenges of 
affordable building and living are difficult to meet quickly and 
easily. High-performance PVC construction products such as 
energy-saving windows and floor coverings make an impor-
tant contribution here and are indispensable in this advanced 
construction method, which conserves resources, reduces 
construction times and stresses on the building site and better 
meets quality standards. 
The AGPU has supported various Bauhaus projects for many 
years. These included the discourse on the reconstruction of 
the destroyed master houses of Gropius and Moholy-Nagy and 
the associated book project "UmBauhaus", which also affected 
the PVC industry.
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vinylplus Sustainability forum Germany
The activities and progress of the PVC industry's sustainability 
programme at both national and European level were the 
focus of the kick-off event at the Collegium Leoninum in Bonn 
at the beginning of July 2019. With around 60 participants, 
the first VinylPlus® Sustainability Forum Germany was very 
well received. "The reason for the success of VinylPlus® is the 
commitment of the entire value chain, where manufacturers 
and converters work together with recycling companies. In 
order to achieve further success, we want to strengthen the 
cooperation with our partners and identify new ones", said 
Stefan Sommer, Chairman of VinylPlus®, at the beginning of 
the forum.

K 2019: Special show and Innovation Award
AGPU Managing Director Thomas Hülsmann gave a presenta-
tion on the success story of VinylPlus® since 2000 at the Inter-
national Plastics Fair in Düsseldorf at the special show "Plastics 
shape the future". As part of the 90-minute programme for the 
implementation of PlasticsEurope's Voluntary Commitment, 
five other sustainability initiatives in the plastics value chain 
were also presented.

ThE INDUSTRy NETWORK 
The AGPU is the voice of the PVC industry in Germany and with its 60 or so member 
companies - from raw material production to conversion and recycling – it represents 
the entire value chain. It offers its members access to an established and wide-ranging 
industry network, regular expert meetings, workshops and an annual general meeting 
with the VinylPlus® Sustainability Forum Germany. 

Another highlight for AGPU was the presentation of the 
INOVYN Innovation Awards 2019, where the initiative of the 
PVC film industry for the recycling of pharmaceutical blisters 
received the Gold Award in the category "Sustainability". The 
project – supported by VinylPlus® and the IVK - was coordi-
nated by AGPU with the participation of the film manufactur-
ers Liveo Research and Perlen Packaging. 

At the INOVYN AWARDS 2019, AGPU Managing Director Thomas Hülsmann accepted 
the Gold Award in the "Sustainability" category on behalf of the PVC film industry's 
initiative to recycle pharmaceutical blisters.  Photo: INOVYN Germany GmbH

Stefan Sommer, Chairman of VinylPlus, presented the commitment of the European 
PVC value chain to the goals of the sustainability programme at the first VinylPlus 
Sustainability Forum Germany.  Photo: AGPU 

AGPU Managing Director Thomas 
Hülsmann gave a presentation on the 
success story of the European sustain-
ability programme VinylPlus at the  
K 2019 in Düsseldorf at the special 
show "Plastics shape the future".
 Photo: PlasticsEurope Deutschland e.V.
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material flow picture for plastics in Germany 2019
In March 2020 the data collection for the new study "Plastics 
material flow in Germany 2019" has started. More than 2,000 
companies from the plastics production, conversion and 
recycling industries as well as available statistics and studies 
will again be evaluated. The study of plastics material flows 
enjoys a high reputation among politicians, authorities and 
the specialist public and shows that circular economy has long 
been a central topic for the German plastics industry and the 
protection of the environment is an important concern for the 
entire industry.
Clients are BKV and PlasticsEurope Germany, AGPU and 12 
other associations and organisations. Within the scope of 
the study there will also be current data on PVC. However, a 
detailed PVC study is not planned until 2021.

pvc-WIKI: many minds know more 
Whether news, facts and figures, results from daily media 
monitoring or working documents for AGPU committees, PVC-
WIKI is an exclusive knowledge database for all AGPU mem-
bers which has been growing continuously since its launch in 
June 2012. At present, there are about 25,000 documents that 
can be accessed around the clock as required. Both the search 
function and the navigation in the subject areas were further 
improved during the last major update in 2019 and have en-

WG Communication: Decision-makers perceive PVC as a  
future-oriented material. In order to achieve this goal, the 
AGPU positions the plastic among stakeholders as the pre-
ferred material in terms of quality, economy and sustainability. 
The working group members ensure consistent communica-
tion within the framework of the AGPU strategy, work out 
relevant topics and define communication goals and target 
groups in consultation with the AGPU board. 
The main topics included the revision of the AGPU vision and 
mission and the adjustment of the external presentation.

WG Knowledge: In addition to monitoring relevant specialist 
topics and publications, preparing and conducting the bian-
nual workshop "PVC and the Environment" in cooperation with 
PlasticsEurope Germany, the tasks of the working group also 
include networking with internal and external experts on all 
aspects of the PVC life cycle. As knowledge management is the 
indispensable prerequisite for targeted and fact-based com-

AGpU´S WORKING GROUpS
munication, the working group also deals with the expansion 
and maintenance of the PVC-WIKI database.

WG Recycling: Sustainable recovery routes and recycling 
processes for all PVC waste are among the top topics in this 
working group. The same applies to the intensive dialogue on 
PVC issues with relevant stakeholders and decision-makers 
in the waste management sector. In addition to the working 
meetings, the AGPU recycling experts receive direct insights 
and first-hand information during excursions to important 
recycling plants. Further tasks are the evaluation of research 
projects and studies on PVC recycling as well as the profes-
sional support of events and online offers such as the AGPU 
Recycling-Finder.
In addition to plastics recycling in general, the working group 
members are focusing on the Circular Plastics Alliance and 
Legacy Additives. 

A vAST pOOL Of ExpERTISE
The AGPU bundles the knowledge of many experts and promotes their exchange. In addi-
tion, the AGPU - also together with partner associations - regularly publishes current studies 
and data on PVC in Germany, continuously evaluates media and legislative procedures on 
relevant PVC topics and makes the results available to members exclusively in the weekly 
PVC-Ticker in German and English.

EVERYTHING ABOUT PVC
FROM MANUFACTURING  
TO RECYCLING

The AGPU brochure 
"Everything about 
PVC - from manufac-
turing to recycling" 
provides up-to-date 
information on all 
relevant topics and 
will be available in 
revised form shortly.

sured that the acceptance of the knowledge database is high 
among the approximately 250 registered users. 
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Creating possibilities together ·  autumn 2019

it's smal l :
Downsiz ing as a l iv ing trend

in Development :
new recycl ing process 

in the twinkl ing of  an eye:
ti les for bathroom renovat ion

The Vinyl edge
also aVailable  

as an app

VISION AND  
PIONEERING SPIRIT:
MILESTONE FOR TRANSPLANTS

broad online offer
For the AGPU, the communication tools also include a broad 
online offering. In addition to the AGPU website, there are 
other platforms such as the PVC Recycling Finder, which are 
perfectly tailored to the respective target groups. The bilingual 
recycling portal currently features around 70 companies. 

OpEN DIALOGUE
The AGPU is an active partner of VinylPlus® and communicates the goals and successes 
of the European sustainability programme in Germany. In addition, the AGPU maintains 
an intensive dialogue with decision-makers and opinion leaders, creates transparency 
and thus builds confidence in the sustainable development of the material. This includes 
the regular dispatch of newsletters to relevant target groups, the production of bro-
chures and specific information material as well as the writing of statements and letters 
to the media, politicians and authorities, even if the material PVC comes under unjusti-
fied criticism.   

Since 1998, the mag-
azine STARKE SEITEN 
has been published 
three times a year, 
currently with a 
circulation of 26,000 
copies. The publica-
tion about the 
versatile application 
possibilities of PVC 
is also produced in 
English (THE VINYL 
EDGE) for special oc-
casions such as the  
K plastics trade fair.

from building and environ-
mental authorities, from the 
housing industry, but also 
members of parliament and 
ministry officials, representa-
tives from the scientific com-
munity, members of the AGPU and other companies from the 
PVC industry.

A partial edition of the magazine is sent out by the AGPU 
together with the BLITZ-INFO, which is published three times 
a year and summarizes current information on the sustainable 
development of PVC. The current circulation goes to 7,500 
environmental decision makers from politics, administration, 
industry and trade.

	 VinylPlus Progress Report 2020  
vorgestellt

Über VinylPlus®, die freiwillige Selbstverpflichtung der euro-

päischen PVC-Branche zur nachhaltigen Entwicklung, wur-

den im vergangenen Jahr 771.313 Tonnen PVC recycelt. Das 

entspricht mehr als 96 Prozent des Ziels von 2020. Die PVC-

Branche ist auf einem guten Weg, die immer anspruchsvolle-

ren Recyclingziele von VinylPlus® für das Jahr 2025 zu errei-

chen - und zwar im Einklang mit der Kreislaufwirtschaft, den 

Zielen der Circular Plastics Alliance und den europäischen 

Vorgaben zur Förderung von Rückgewinnung, Recycling 

und Wiederverwendung von Kunststoffen.

Das kontinuierliche Recycling von hochwertigem PVC ist im besten 
Interesse einer nachhaltigen Gesellschaft. Die Europäische Chemi-
kalienagentur (ECHA) hat vor kurzem bestätigt, dass das Recycling 
von ausgedienten PVC-Produkten sowohl aus Sicht des Umwelt-
schutzes als auch aus Sicht der Gesundheit die beste Option der 
Abfallwirtschaft ist. Das Recycling von PVC reduziert die poten-
ziellen Treibhausgase erheblich, da mit jedem Kilogramm PVC, das 
recycelt wird, zwei Kilogramm CO2 Emissionen eingespart werden. 
Das VinylPlus® Programm geht über die Kreislaufwirtschaft hinaus 
und befasst sich auch mit anderen Nachhaltigkeitsthemen wie 
Energie- und Klimawandel, nachhaltiger Rohstoffbeschaffung und 
-produktion sowie dem verantwortungsvollen Einsatz von Zusatz-
stoffen. Diese zentralen Themen wurden auch in das VinylPlus® 
Product Label integriert, das Zertifizierungssystem für die Nach-
haltigkeit von PVC-Produkten im Baugewerbe, welches die höchste 
Leistungsfähigkeit in Bezug auf Nachhaltigkeit und einen wesent-
lichen Beitrag zur Kreislaufwirtschaft bietet. Bis heute haben zehn 
Unternehmen das VinylPlus® Product Label für mehr als 100 PVC-
Produkte erhalten, die an 18 europäischen Standorten hergestellt 
werden.
Der Fortschrittsbericht von VinylPlus® wurde 2020 von SGS unab-
hängig verifiziert, während die Mengen verwerteter PVC-Abfälle 
und die Ausgaben von KPMG geprüft und zertifiziert wurden. In 
der Broschüre „VinylPlus® auf einen Blick“ sind die wichtigsten Er-
gebnisse in deutscher Sprache zusammengefasst. 
Mehr Informationen und Download: www.vinylplus.eu
 

 BPIE fordert signifikante Steigerung  
bei Gebäudesanierung 

Das Buildings Performance Institute Europe (BPIE) hat Ende Mai 2020 
eine Analyse zu den wirtschaftlichen Chancen für den europäischen 
Bausektor veröffentlicht, die dazu beitragen könnte, die Schäden 
durch die Covid-19-Pandemie zu mindern. Die Ergebnisse zeigen, 
dass sich der Gesamtbetrag der öffentlichen Mittel, der erforderlich 
sei, um eine signifikante Steigerung der Sanierungsrate auszulösen, 
bis 2050 auf jährlich 90 Milliarden Euro belaufen würde. Die Gesamt-
investitionsmöglichkeiten in Europa werden auf 243 Milliarden 
Euro pro Jahr geschätzt.

weiter auf Seite 2

BlItz-Info 2 Sommer
2020

1 / 2

A
b

b
ild

u
n

g
en

: V
in

yl
Pl

u
s®

 

PVC ist zu einem Kunststoff der Wahl für mittel- und langlebige An-
wendungen geworden, insbesondere für Bauprodukte wie Kunst-
stofffenster, Rohre, Bodenbeläge und Kabel, aber auch für lebens-
rettende medizinische Geräte. PVC ist wiederverwendbar und kann 
mehrfach recycelt werden, ohne dabei seine wesentlichen Eigen-
schaften zu verlieren. Das Recycling dieses hochwertigen Materials 
ist ein wesentlicher Bestandteil der freiwilligen Selbstverpflichtung 
von VinylPlus® zur Nachhaltigkeit und zur Kreislaufwirtschaft. Die-
se Recyclingbemühungen werden durch Rückverfolgbarkeits- und 
Zertifizierungssysteme verstärkt, die die Sicherheit und Qualität 
der recycelten Materialien und Verfahren gewährleisten.

With the PVC-PARTNER App for mobile devices a further online 
tool has been available since the end of 2012. Here the AGPU 
has summarised all important information about the material 
PVC. The digital offer includes all relevant publications such as 
the AGPU activity report as well as the issues of BLITZ-INFO 
and STARKE SEITEN. According to statistics, the PVC-PARTNER 
App has already been installed on over 23,000 smartphones 
and tablets since its launch. The app is available for Apple iOS 
and Google Android.

bLITZ-INfO and STARKE SEITEN
In addition to the personal dialogue and the direct exchange 
of information, the AGPU also relies on two particularly high-
quality print publications for its communication. The maga-
zine STARKE SEITEN is published with a circulation of 26,000 
copies and is aimed at a highly diversified target group with a 
personalized distribution list that has grown continuously over 
20 years and is constantly updated. It is aimed in particular at 
decision-making users of PVC such as architects, employees 

More than 23,000 
readers use the offer 
of the PVC-PARTNER 
App, in which the 
AGPU summarizes all 
relevant publications 
like topic brochures, 
activity report, BLITZ-

INFO and STARKE 
SEITEN.

The BLITZ-INFO is published in 
printed form three times a year 
and informs 7,500 environmental 
decision makers from politics, 
administration, industry and trade 
about the sustainable develop-
ment of PVC.
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pROWINDO
In 2019 PROWINDO, the alliance for PVC windows, celebrated 
its 10th anniversary. The platform bundles both the technical 
and political expertise of the industry and is aimed at decision-
makers from politics, authorities, the construction industry and 
the housing industry. At the end of September, representatives 
from politics and business met for the fifth time at the German 
Parliamentary Society in Berlin for PROWINDO's Parliamentary 
Breakfast. Member of the German Parliament Björn Simon 
(CDU) provided the framework for this high-profile exchange. 
Together with PROWINDO's other partners, the EPPA, pro-K, 
QKE, Rewindo and SKZ, AGPU managing director Thomas 
Hülsmann informed the participants about the contribution 
of PVC windows to achieving the climate targets - with a 
focus on the energy-efficient renovation of existing buildings 
which have around 300 million very poorly insulated windows. 
Presenting the PVC window as a sustainable building product, 
from its use throughout its entire service life to its subsequent 
recycling and reuse, were further focal points of the event.
The press conference planned on the occasion of the interna-
tional trade fair "Fensterbau Frontale 2020" in Nuremberg had 
to be cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic and cancella-
tion of the fair. Numerous AGPU member companies reacted, 
for example, with virtual exhibition stands and showrooms to 
inform their customers about their innovations. Such modern 
concepts are successful instruments to present important con-
tents to the target groups. This was also demonstrated by the 
record participation in the virtual AGPU summer workshop.
 

STRONG cOOpERATIONS
The AGPU is a recognized partner of the German plastics industry and the European  
PVC network. Together with other industry associations and strong partners such as  
PlasticsEurope Germany and VinylPlus®, the AGPU has prepared important position 
papers on PVC issues, participated in consultations for guidelines and legislative projects 
and has actively participated in numerous research and communication projects.  

At the demolition conference in Berlin, ex-
perts were able to inform themselves about 
the nationwide recycling solutions for PVC 
building products at the joint stand of the 
PVC Recycling campaign. 
 Photo: AgPR

pvc recycling campaign
The interest in recycling solutions for the building material 
PVC is growing steadily. The members of the PVC recycling 
campaign, a joint initiative of AgPR, AGPU, IVK Europe, KRV, 
Rewindo, Roofcollect and VinylPlus®, can confirm this trend 
at first hand. The last time this became clear was at the 26th 
Demolition Conference at the end of February 2020. More than 
1,100 demolition and recycling specialists from all over Europe 
used the industry platform to exchange information in Berlin 
on current topics. 
At the joint stand of the PVC recycling campaign, experts were 
able to find out about nationwide recycling solutions for PVC 
floor coverings, roofing membranes, windows, doors, roller 
shutters, tarpaulins and pipes.
 
pvc4cables
In November 2019 the second PVC4Cables Conference took 
place in Berlin. The conference presented the latest develop-
ments in PVC cables and their many technical and functional 
advantages for users and consumers and discussed market 
trends, standardisation, fire and smoke behaviour and new 
studies. A special focus was on innovations in additives and 

formulations as well as 
on the performance im-
provement of PVC cables. 
The AGPU promoted the 
European conference in 
Germany with relevant 
stakeholders and sup-
ported PVC4Cables in or-
ganising the conference. 
The new brochure on PVC 
cables is aimed specifical-
ly at experts and planners 
from the construction 
sector and helps them to 
make the right choice of 
PVC cables for different 
building requirements.

FIRE  
SAFETY: 
CHOOSING PVC  
CABLES UNDER  
THE CPR

This new brochure on PVC cables focuses 
on preventive fire protection and is aimed 
at experts and planners in the construction 
industry. Source: PVC4Cables
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Since the end of 2017, the website vinyl-erleben.de has been 
advertising with impressive examples of PVC products from 
the fields of architecture, healthcare as well as sports and 
leisure. The online platform was initiated by several companies 
of the PVC value chain as part of the soft PVC communication 
campaign and competently implemented by AGPU Media 
GmbH. The aim of the website is to present the material's di-
verse applications and the enormous range of products using 
selected examples.
Not only has the number of hits by interested readers been 
rising steadily since the launch, but the content of the web-
site is also being continuously expanded. New articles are 
added every month to make the advantages of the products 
presented better known and to further highlight them to the 
relevant target groups. Since April 2019, a news section on 
vinyl-erleben.de has contributed to the increase in outreach.

ExpERIENcING vINyL 
Extravagant designer bags, easy-care floor coverings in wood and stone look, mirror-like 
stretched ceilings, high-quality artificial leather in the automotive sector or PVC-coated 
fabrics for futuristic membrane roofs: modern products made of soft PVC combine excel-
lent usage properties with high aesthetic and haptic demands. In addition, they are safe, 
durable and economical.

The website www.vinyl-erleben.de presents a selection of innovative soft PVC ap-
plications in interesting articles. 

On the website www.vinyl-erleben.de, AGPU Media GmbH 
presents innovative PVC applications from the fields of archi-
tecture, healthcare as well as sports and leisure as part of the 
soft PVC communication campaign.


